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Stem cells help Serb’s heart beat

Sivagnanam G.
Section Editor, JPP

In a desperate bid to revive a Serbian engineer’s failing heart, 
cardiologists at a city hospital injected stem cells into her 
cardiac muscles. Dr. K. M. Cherien of Frontier Lifeline, said, 
“We fi rst tried using stem cells to treat a 4-month-old’s cardiac 
disorder fi ve years ago. Today the child is alive and doing 
extremely well.”[1]
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“One of the potential applications of human stem cells is to 
test new drugs. Differentiated cells generated from human 
pluripotent cell lines could be tested for drug effi cacy as well 
as safety. Current knowledge of the signals that precisely 
control and generate pure populations of differentiated cells 
is far short of expectations. However, stem cells offer the 
possibility of a renewable source of replacement cells and 
tissues to treat Alzheimer's disease, spinal cord injury, stroke, 
burns, heart diseases, diabetes, osteoarthritis, and rheumatoid 
arthritis”.[2]

Autologous or allogenic bone marrow cells (from which 

mononuclear, endothelial precursor [CD34+ or AC133 
cells], or stromal [pluripotent mesenchymal] cells are 
derived) used for therapy have the ability to turn into 
any type of tissue. The proposed mechanisms of cellular 
therapy (in cardiac diseases like failure or infarction) are (a) 
angiogenesis (marrow cells may be able to secrete multiple 
potentially angiogenic substances as well as differentiate 
into cells that create new blood vessels), (b) myogenesis, 
transdifferentiation of bone-marrow-derived cells into heart 
muscle cells.[3]

If somebody is murmuring whether sperms and ova can also be 
derived from stem cells, then the answer is a big YES (connect 
yourself to the following pages[4,5]). Stay tuned to respective 
channels for more interesting developments.
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Drugs on Saturday to combat “Prescription drug abuse”

Sivagnanam G.
Section Editor, JPP

News release:[1] US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
April 19, 2011

“Got Drugs?” is a drive by US DEA calling its citizens to 
dispose of unused prescription drugs on April 30, 2011, 
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JEBCAM
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JEBCAM[1] sounds like webcam (nothing to do with 
camera), is the acronym for the “Journal of evidence based 
complementary and alternative medicine.” It was formerly 
published in the name of Complementary Health Practice 
Review.

It is published by SAGE and the editor is Roger A. 

Brumback, who is also the Editor-in-Chief Journal of Child 
Neurology.

JEBCAM, a peer-reviewed journal, may be of interest to 
Pharmacologists. A glance at the recent issue of JEBCAM 
carries articles like “Pharmacologic Use of Niacin,” 
“Coenzyme Q10: Clinical Update and Bioavailability,” and 
so on. This may be highly rewarding to postgraduates in 
Pharmacology and allied fi elds.
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Saturday. More than 5300 sites were established for this 
nationwide free event in an effort to prevent pill abuse and 
theft. The idea is to collect expired, unused, and unwanted 
prescription drugs that languish at home which are potentially 
dangerous.
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“Prescription drug abuse” is a more common problem than 
the abuse of illegal substances. Evidences point that our home 
front (India) is the main source of drugs sold through illegally 
operating Internet pharmacies.[2]

Apart from creating a fertile field for the development 
of antimicrobial resistance, other potentially harmful 
consequences range from sleep disturbances to death.

It is right time that the government takes effective measures 
to check prescription drugs sold as over the counter drugs. 
Public awareness through mass education is another 
untouched area.
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