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Adverse drug reaction of oseltamivir in pediatric 
patients
Sir,
I read the recent publication on the adverse drug reaction of 
oseltamivir in pediatric patients with a great interest.[1] Dalvi 
et al. concluded that “oseltamivir is well tolerated in Indian 
children with suspected or confirmed H1N1 influenza.”[1] 
There are some concerns about this work. First, as Dalvi et al. 
noted, the few subjects in this work might not allow this strong 
conclusion. The studied populations are not well stratified and 
there is no consideration of the underlying diseases that might 
be problematic while using oseltamivir. The special situations 
such as cases with occult glucose-6-phophate dehydrogenase 
deficiency disorders or hemoglobinopathies should be further 
studied for the safety of oseltamivir usage.
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Evaluation of the appropriateness of prescribing in 
geriatric patients using Beers’ criteria and Phadke's 
criteria and comparison thereof by Rima Shah and 
colleagues
Sir, 
I read the article ‘Evaluation of the appropriateness of 
prescribing in geriatric patients using Beers’ criteria and 
Phadke's criteria and comparison thereof by Rima Shah 
and colleagues with great interest and wish to make the 
following points.

The efficacy and harm of prostaglandin analogues for IOP reduction in glaucoma 
patients compared to dorzolamide and brimonidine: A systematic review. Br J 
Ophthalmol 2008;92:7-12.

A table showing the actual drugs prescribed to patients and 
classifying them according to Beers’ criteria is missing. This 
defeats the purpose of the study which aims to highlight 
inappropriate drugs being prescribed to the elderly. A study 
has shown that not all drugs listed in Beers’ list are available 
in India.[1] A comparison with countries like Netherland using 
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